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Imagine this: a coal mine in the Mid-

west, on top of which sits a refinery, a 
liquid fuel refinery. Sound far fetched? 
Well, this technology has been around 
for 50 years. The Germans used it in 
World War II. 

The refinery bill that we have on the 
floor of the House today will provide 
the same incentives to expansion of pe-
troleum refineries to coal-to-liquid ap-
plications. 

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. has 27 percent 
of the world coal supply, the largest of 
any country, but less than 2 percent of 
the world’s oil and less than 3 percent 
of the world’s natural gas. For a force-
ful response to the energy challenge, 
the U.S. must make much greater use 
of its unrivaled coal reserves. 

f 

b 1015 

ENERGY POLICY 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, as of 
this morning, Rhode Islanders are pay-
ing on average $2.92 a gallon for gaso-
line. That is 40 cents more than they 
were paying a month ago and 70 cents 
more than a year ago. 

Last year, Congress passed an energy 
bill which I opposed because it gave 
away billions of tax dollars to oil and 
gas companies, instead of investing in 
new technologies, alternative fuels and 
energy efficiency. 

As it turns out, oil and gas prices 
have gone up since we passed the Re-
publican energy bill. And you know 
what else has gone up? The profits of 
oil and gas companies. Now the Repub-
lican majority is proposing even more 
giveaways to the oil and gas industry 
by handing over Federal lands to open 
refineries and by opening up ANWR. 

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. We 
cannot simply drill our way out of this 
crisis. Growing demand from China and 
India and other countries is going to 
keep the cost of oil high for years to 
come, and subsidies to the oil and gas 
industry will not change that. We need 
new leadership that will promote an 
energy policy that encourages new 
technologies, energy efficiency and cre-
ates American jobs. 

This morning on the ‘‘Today Show,’’ 
the chairman of ExxonMobil said they 
were in the business of making money. 
Well, we are in the business of pro-
tecting the American people, and it is 
about time this Congress does its job. 

f 

THE FOUR-STEP DANCE 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, in country 
line dancing there is a dance called the 
two-step. When it comes to energy pol-
icy, the Democrats have come up with 
their own dance, the four-step. Here is 
how it goes: 

First, Democrats do not acknowledge 
the supply component in the supply 
and demand principle of economics. 
When confronted with solutions to the 
supply problem, Democrats always 
vote ‘‘no’’ and drive up prices. 

Step two for Democrats is to scream 
about the evil of SUVs, even though 
they may be driven around in one. 

Step three for Democrats is to call 
for investigations, point fingers, call 
for investment in R&D that already ex-
ists, and say that if it weren’t for those 
darn Republicans, we could get off oil 
tomorrow. 

Finally, step four for Democrats is 
repeating steps one, two and three 
until voters and the media stop paying 
attention. 

Mr. Speaker, if this sounds familiar, 
it should. Since President Clinton ve-
toed ANWR in 1995, Democrats have 
performed this dance when it comes to 
increasing our energy supply. But with 
gas reaching $3 a gallon, Democrats 
need to retire it and learn a new dance, 
but they should try to learn one that 
will actually increase our oil supply. 

f 

ADDRESSING ENERGY NEEDS 

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, when 
President Bush took office 5 years ago, 
the average price at the gas pump was 
$1.45. It has more than doubled over the 
past 5 years. And Republicans over the 
past 5 years have controlled the House, 
the Senate and the White House. Wash-
ington Republicans have done nothing 
to pass a sound energy policy that 
would wean us from foreign oil, create 
conservation programs, and provide in-
centives to develop alternative fuels, 
programs that would help us provide 
consumers some relief. 

It took Republicans 4 years before 
they finally passed an energy bill, but 
that bill continued massive subsidies 
to the oil industry like the rip-off 
‘‘royalty in kind’’ program. The Presi-
dent’s own Energy Department admit-
ted at the time that the energy bill 
would do absolutely nothing to lower 
gas prices. Five years of Republican 
power, and 5 years of no positive re-
sults for the consumer. 

f 

IMMIGRATION AND ENERGY 
PRICES 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is 
quite obvious that everyone is talking 
about the issues of the day: immigra-
tion and energy prices. And too many 
in this body are overcomplicating the 
issue. It is really not that hard. On im-
migration, secure the border, build a 
wall if necessary. Secure the border. It 
is what our constituents in Tennessee 
want. It is what the Republican major-

ity want. It is what the American peo-
ple want and need. 

On energy, we should be exploring for 
domestic sources of energy. We should 
pass the energy legislation that is 
going to come before this body this 
week. We should define price gouging, 
set some penalties, encourage con-
struction of refineries. Currently, we 
are not doing that. 

Liberals in Congress have spent the 
past three decades pandering to envi-
ronmental extremists. The policies 
they have put in place are in large part 
responsible for the energy crunch we 
are seeing today. We have not built a 
refinery in this country for 30 years. 

Mr. Speaker, the liberals need to 
start serving American families and 
stop serving special interests. 

f 

PHONY LOBBYING REFORM BILL 
(Mr. BERRY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, first of all, 
I would ask that everyone remember 
our men and women in uniform and 
keep them in your hearts and minds 
and certainly in your prayers, espe-
cially those on the battlefield today. 

Today, the Republican Congress is 
going to attempt to extend the culture 
of corruption and chaos. They are 
going to offer a so-called lobbying re-
form bill. It makes me think of that 
wonderful American, Merle Haggard, 
who wrote a song called ‘‘Rainbow 
Stew.’’ It goes something like this: 
When a President goes through the 
White House door and does what he 
says he’ll do, we’ll all be drinking that 
free Bubble-Up and eating that rainbow 
stew. 

This bill is clearly rainbow stew. It is 
a phony lobbying reform bill. America 
deserves better. America deserves in-
tegrity. America deserves honor. And 
they certainly don’t deserve another 
dose of rainbow stew and free Bubble- 
Up. 

f 

ECONOMIC BOOM IN AMERICA 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, America’s economy continues 
to surge ahead, delivering tremendous 
benefits to families throughout our 
country. 

Over the past 3 years, over 5.1 million 
Americans have found new jobs. I am 
glad that my visitors from Grace Chris-
tian School will enjoy expanded job op-
portunities, inspired by Jeanne Sleigh-
er and Tim Stevens. 

While House Democrats ignore this 
continued job creation, it is obvious 
that the 2003 tax cuts were the true 
source behind the tremendous eco-
nomic growth in our country. 

Last week, we witnessed another ex-
ample of economic excellence in Amer-
ica. Last Friday, the Department of 
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Commerce reported that the economy 
grew by 4.8 percent over the past 3 
months, which is the fastest rate in 3 
years. 

As Republicans finalize our plans to 
extend the 2003 tax cuts, I urge House 
Democrats to abandon their tax-and- 
spend plans. Instead of playing the pol-
itics of obstructionism, they should 
join Republicans in implementing 
meaningful tax reform. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops; 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

COVER THE UNINSURED WEEK 
(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
in support of the goals of Cover the Un-
insured Week. Nearly 46 million Ameri-
cans, including more than 8 million 
children, are living without health in-
surance. More than one-third are 
Latinos, 20 percent are African Ameri-
cans, and about 19 percent are Asian 
Pacific Islanders who lack any form of 
health care insurance. In California, 
one out of five uninsured is a child 
under the age of 18. 

Many current health proposals of-
fered by Republicans will do more 
harm than help people living in dis-
tricts like mine. Association health 
plans which ignore our State regula-
tions are not working for families. 
Health saving accounts will do nothing 
to improve the well-being of our fami-
lies in districts like mine. 

Instead, Congress should be taking 
action to ensure that no child has to 
skip needed health care examinations. 
We should ensure that working fami-
lies never have to choose between 
going to see a doctor and putting food 
on the table. We must work to elimi-
nate racial and ethnic health care dis-
parities. 

Together, minorities comprise about 
46 percent of the uninsured population. 
All these groups represent only 24 per-
cent of the U.S. population. However, 
insurance coverage is an important 
predictor of whether individuals obtain 
health-promoting and life-extending 
services. 

f 

ASTHMA AWARENESS DAY 
(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, today is 
Asthma Awareness Day 2006. 

On Asthma Awareness Day, May 7, 
2003, there were only 20 asthma-friend-
ly States in the United States. Even 
more limiting, of those 20, only nine 
extended protection even further to an-
aphylaxis medication, like epinephrine 
auto-injectors. 

Today, historically, 47 States protect 
for asthma and 38 for asthma plus ana-
phylaxis, and the final three States 
have legislation pending to allow stu-
dents to carry their medication. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a tremendous 
positive turnaround in just a few years 
for our children. I am pleased with the 
momentous progress we have made in 
our Nation’s capital and statehouses. 

I encourage all of us who work here 
or visit the Capitol today to stop by 
the Cannon Caucus Room from 11:30 to 
4:00 and learn more about asthma. Get 
screened, take the test, and let us 
enjoy another successful Asthma 
Awareness Day. 

f 

TOUGH BORDER SECURITY NOW 

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, the situation at our porous 
borders is absolutely in a state of 
emergency. We are all hearing this 
message from our constituents in a va-
riety of ways. This morning, I wanted 
to share a very clear message that I re-
ceived from one of my constituents. 

A constituent of mine actually sent 
me this brick in the mail. On this brick 
it says, ‘‘Since the U.S. Government 
seems to be struggling with the illegal 
immigration problem, I thought I 
would send you the means to begin 
solving the problem. This brick is sent 
to support stronger border security.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
are demanding action. Last December, 
this House passed a very good border 
security bill that would in fact put this 
brick to very good use in building a se-
curity fence on our southern border. 

The debate in the other body is now 
turning toward amnesty for those who 
have come here illegally, and that is 
the wrong direction for America. We 
cannot offer amnesty or expanded op-
portunities for guest workers until we 
deal with the problem at hand. 

I urge the U.S. Senate to listen to 
the people, to look at the bill that was 
passed by this House in December and, 
as this brick says, support stronger 
border security. 

f 

60-DAY FUEL TAX HOLIDAY 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, we are now just 
about 3 weeks away from the Memorial 
Day holiday, and a gallon of gas in my 
district costs $3.38. Look at this photo 
from home, $3.38 for unleaded, the 
cheap stuff. It is now cheaper to buy a 
fast-food lunch than it is for people in 
Riverside to drive to Anaheim. 

Before the Memorial Day holiday, let 
us give America a fuel tax holiday: 60 
days with no gas tax. 

I will be the first to admit this is a 
short-term solution to a long-term 
problem. But the American people 
should not need to suffer the pain at 
the pump simply because this Repub-
lican-led Congress has forsaken its ob-

ligation to address our country’s en-
ergy crisis. 

Last week, ExxonMobil announced it 
had made $8.4 billion in a quarter, the 
first quarter of this year. Now why 
should the Federal Government give 
handouts to a company that made $8 
billion in 3 months? 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
revenue-neutral bill. It gives money 
back to the taxpayers, it stops the 
needless oil company giveaways, and it 
gives consumers relief when they need 
it the most. 

f 

b 1030 

LET’S KEEP AMERICA GOING TO 
WORK 

(Mr. CARTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, this 
morning, and every morning in my 
memory, members of my district, 
Americans all across this country and 
my colleagues in the Democratic Party 
went out and got in their cars, started 
them up and drove to work or drove to 
school. They wouldn’t have done that if 
there hadn’t been gasoline or diesel in 
those automobiles. And yet, the Demo-
crats have been opposing refining ca-
pacity, opposing pipelines, opposing 
drilling in ANWR, opposing going to 
the reserves that we know are avail-
able if we will just drill the wells and 
produce the petrochemicals that are 
necessary to keep this country run-
ning. 

The reason we have got the problem 
today is obstructionism to solve the 
problem which is, let’s put gas and die-
sel in our tanks so we can keep Amer-
ica going to work. 

f 

RECORD PROFITS FOR OIL 
COMPANIES 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Everyone knows the 
oil companies are posting record prof-
its. Oil companies are blaming every-
one but themselves for large gas price 
increases. The consumer is being 
gouged, and oil companies continue to 
avoid their responsibility. 

The most recent data for the Nation 
shows the average price of gas is close 
to $3 a gallon. Gas prices increasing; 
wages across the Nation dropping. Gas 
prices hurt even more because folks 
have less money to pay for them. You 
know what is going on? People are ac-
tually going into their change jars to 
go to the gas station to be able to pay 
for the increased cost of gas. Some peo-
ple are hocking their jewelry to be able 
to pay for the increased price of gas. 

Price gouging is occurring as the oil 
companies are reaping profits close to 
$300 billion since 2001. Time for a wind-
fall profit tax. Time for a bill, the Gas 
Price Spike Act. Over 50 Members of 
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